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Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19* 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46)- 

When? is norma,, y 2 mon *hs fr°ni the date of transmittal of the 

lnternat»onal Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the aooomSny^ig 'sheet . 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of Wl PO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 
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pi) the claim is cancelled; 

(in) the claim is new; 

frv) the claim replaoes one or more claims as fifed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed. 



~JSKS" mUStra,e mann0r Wh,Ch —"*-*■ must be explained In the 

BK iSfiftf « T« SSST! f ,lGr r. e " d "' en, claims there are 51): 
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The statement will bo published with the international application and the amended claims. 
II must be In the language In which the International application Is to be published, 
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preferably by using the words 'Statement under Anfcte 1 1 9(tf- 88 8Uch * » 

report may be made only in oonnecUon with an amendment of thai claim'. h * ,n,omab ° na ' -«h 

Consequence if a demand tor International preliminary examination has already been filed 

Consequence with regard to translation of the IntemaUona. application for entry Into the national phase 
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Applicant 
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FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 



see Form PCT/ISA/220 
as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
22/02/2005 



(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
24/02/2004 



This International Search Report consists of a total of 



sheets. 



It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report 



1 . Basis of the report 

a ' 5S !tT^ «. °< »e international application in the 

D X£!^ Camed ° Ut ° n ^ ^ ° f 3 tra ^ ati0n ° f the lntematton * to 

b. Q With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 



2. 



3 ' EZI Unlt V of invention is lacking (see Box III). 

4. With regard to the title, 

x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

□ 

the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it aooears in Boy Nn iv Th* ♦ 
may. within one montn from me date of mailing of this'inUaUonal MXJOTcS^ ^5 SSSJ. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Rgure No. 8 

IT) as suggested by the applicant 

^] as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
□ as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. Q none of the figures is to be published with the abstract 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
Box No. IV Text of the abstract (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



PCT/JP2005/003251 



An on-board gaseous fuel tank module (1) includes: a support frame member (2) • 
and a gaseous fuel tank (4) fixed to the support frame member (2) horizontally 
The gaseous fuel tank (4) includes: a cylindrical tank complete unit (9) a 
gaseous fuel inlet and outlet valve device (11) provided at an axial end' 
portion of the tank complete unit (9) such that a part thereof protrudes 
outwardly from the tank complete unit (9) , and a pin hole (12) provided in the 
other axial end portion of the tank complete unit (9) so as to open outwardly 
An axis (LI) of the tank complete unit (9), an axis (L2) of the part of the 
valve device (11) and a center line (L3) of the pin hole (12) are disposed on 
a single straight line (L) so that the part of the valve device (11) and the 
pin hole (12) are used to position the gaseous fuel tank (4). horizontally 
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A- CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 B60K15/03 B60K15/07 



According to International Patent Classifi cation (ipq or fo bom national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



PCT/JP2005/003251 



Minimurndocurnenlatfon searched (Cassation sys.em Mowed by classification symbols) 



Oocumenution searched other than minimum documentation to the 



extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic dala base consuited during the internal^ search (name of data base and, where practical, s earch terms used) 

EPO-Internal, WPI Data, PAJ 



1 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant 



passages 



WO 02/18135 A (COMMISSARIAT A L'ENERGIE 
ATOMIQUE; JOUSSE, FRANCK ; MAZABRAUD 
PHILIPPE) 7 March 2002 (2002-03-07)' 
page 11, line 7 - line 21 
page 16, line 3 - line 12 
figure 3 



Relevant to daim No. 



1,2 



DE 38 21 852 Al (DIEHL GMBH & CO, 8500 
NUERNBERG, DE) 

22 February 1990 (1990-02-22) 
column 1, line 24 - line 40 

US 5 869 746 A (WATANABE ET AL) 
9 February 1999 (1999-02-09) 
figure 2 



1,2 



1,2 



| | Fur ther documents are listed in the continuation of box & 



[if") PaIent farr % members are listed in annex. 



• Special categories of died documents : 

"A' document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 



'E' earlier document but published on or after the international 
Tiling date 

'L* document which may throw doubts on priority claim's) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

•P - document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 

Date of the actuat completion of the international search 

4 May 2005 

Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Palentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV RqswijK 
Tel (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl 
Fax (+31-70)340-3016 
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^fj!"?"!? 1 ? P ub 2 lshed ^er the international filing date 
or Priority date and not in conflict with the application but 

Sfon 6 PrindP ' e ° f lhe0ry " nd ^9 « he 

* ^"^ n J 0, P a ^^^levance;theclairned invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
mvolve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

Y * d ^ u m? n J of P ai ? cular relevance; the claimed invention 
SSJIJSJS £° ns,de . re ?J 0 involve an inventive step when the 
document e combined with one or more other such oocu- 

htheart comDinaIlon 0^9 obvious to a person skilled 
document member of the same patent family 
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International application No. ~~ 
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Date of mailing 
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FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International filing date (dayAnontfyear) 
22.02.2005 
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B60K1 5/03, B60K 15>07 



Priority date (dayfmontNyear) 

24.02.2004 




Applicant 

HONDA MOTOR CO., LTD. 



1 




This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

B Box No. I Basis of the opinion 
□ Box No. II Priority 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
El Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
FURTHER ACTION 



□ Box No. IV 
0 Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 



will not be so considered. W " ° p,n,0ns of th,s International Searching Authority 

subtil opinion of Je I PEA, the applicant is i nvfte d to 

months from the date of mailing of foZp^vSl^SS^ ^f^mente, before the expiration of three 
whichever expires later. ° r before ,he e *P"ation of 22 months from the priority date, 

For further options, see Form PCTdSA/220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCTdSA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 
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European Patent Office - Gitschiner Str 103 

D- 10958 Berlin 

Tel. +49 30 25901 - 0 

Fax: +49 30 25901 - 840 



Authorized Officer 



Wisnicki, M 

Telephone No. +49 30 25901-538 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 




1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the bask nf th« i n t 0 ,n, tin „,i 

the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated Vn^ftteteS ,nternat,onal a PP |,cat,on in 

0 



necessary 
a. type of material: 



and 



□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or codv of a sphiipmpo lioti™ ♦ w. ... . 

has been filed or furnished, the required statern^ I ^ tab J e re,atm 9 theret0 

4. Additional comments: 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No 
PCT/JP2005/003251 




Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fa/s Ka\(t\ with . Z — : 

industry apptobmtv: citations and ggSgg ^gg^S^ ' nven, "' e «*• " 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1,2 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1,2 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,2 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. V1H Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims dpcnrintinn o«h ■ 

claims are fully supported by the tS^^m^^^ 0 ^ d dr3WingS ° f 00 the question whether th 



see separate sheet 
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PCT/JP2005/003251 



OS 



Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 



1 



Claim 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for which 
protection is sought is not clearly defined. The claim attempts to define the subject- 
matter in terms of the result to be achieved (...the part of the valve device and the pin 
hole are used to position the gaseous fuel tank horizontally), which merely amounts to 
a statement of the underlying problem, without providing the technical features 
necessary for achieving this result. 



Re Item V 



Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



2 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: WO-A-02/18135 
D2: US-A-5 869 746 

3 Furthermore, the above-mentioned lack of clarity notwithstanding, the subject-matter of 
claims 1 and 2 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT and 
therefore the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT are not met. 

3. 1 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 
1 , and discloses: 

An on-board gaseous fuel tank module comprising: 
a gaseous fuel tank comprising: 
a cylindrical tank complete unit, 

a gaseous fuel inlet arid outlet valve device provided at an axial end portion of the tank 
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PCJ/JP2005/003251 



3.2 



complete unit such that a part thereof protrudes outwardly from the tank complete unit, 
o««n " ,he ° ,hef axial - d P°^n o„he tank complete uni, so as to open 

an axis of the tank complete unit, an axis of the part of the valve device and a center line 
o the p,n ho e are disposed on a single straight line so that the part of the va ve e e 
and the pm hole are used to position the gaseous fuel tank horizontally. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known fuel tank module in that it 

Z^ZLZT^r member and ,hat the — - - « - m 

However, these features have already been employed for the same purpose in a similar 
fuel tank module, see document D2, column 4, lines 6-1 0. It would be obvious to the p^ 
son sk,lled ,n the art, namely when the same result is to be achieved, to apply these 
features w,th corresponding effect to a fuel tank module according to document Df 
hereby arnv,ng at a fuel tank module according to claim 1 . Therefore the ^ 
of claim 1 lacks an inventive step. 

The additional features of claim 2 which differ from 01 are that the opened end face of 
the cylmdncal body is made either to be flush with or to sink from an outer surface ofthe 
outer shell unit. However, this feature is merely a design option which coZ S the 
scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as the 

rss^srr y be ,oreseen - ,he 4 ~ - 
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